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day, Gujarati merchants are to be found in many parts of
the globe, and the only large steamship company in India is
the result of Gujarati enterprise. But, for want of a national
government, the maritime power and glory of Gujarata
which had endured through centuries are no longer hers.
These persistent activities of the people of Gujarata
through the ages led to the rise among them of a well-
to-do middle class which dominated social life, influenced
politics, laid down traditions and shared with kings the
patronage of literature. Acquisition of wealth became an
important if not the sole end of life, and the display
of it a great virtue. Heroism and intellectual pursuits,
not being thought conducive to the acquisition of wealth,
were not assessed at any great value. The cosmopolitan
spirit of this class, born of international intercourse, did
not favour an ascetical or exclusive outlook on life, but
fostered the instinct of adaptability and catholicity of
spirit. Social inequality was based as much on wealth,
as on birth or education; and the cultural level constantly
tended towards uniformity. As a further result, life in the
whole province became dynamic. The people gained vast
experience and a wide outlook on all matters. Foreigners
came to settle among them and were in time absorbed into
the community. Neither the feudal nor the intellectual
aristocracy was powerful enough to check this endless
process of levelling and adjustment. Women waited
on masters who were neither fierce warriors nor proud
panditas, and in southern Gujarata particularly, acquired
great freedom, sharing with men the burden of life and
exerting their influence on the environment in a manner
unknown in other provinces of India.
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The soil of the mainland, watered by the rivers TSpt,
Narmada, Mahi and Sabaramati, is rich and varied, makes
agriculture a lucrative pursuit, and in years with a good
rainfall, gives to almost the whole of the rural area more
than enough to live on. As large tracts were under cotton
cultivation even in pre-British days, the cotton industry
flourished in towns and villages which poured out their
products into distant lands, including Great Britain. The

